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PERIODICALS IN THE HEBREW TONGUE. 

By Dr. Henry Gersoni. 



I have noticed in the last issue of The Hebrew Student one of the 
readers asking whether there were any periodical publications in the 
Hebrew language. Permit me to answer this question by giving the 
following enumeration of Hebrew journals which I know and to some of 
which I have been or am still a contributor: 

WEEKLIES. 

1. "TJJOil i g a weekly organ published at Lyck, Prussia, since 1853. 
It was called into existence by Dr. E. L. Silbermann and continued under 
his editorship until about two years ago, when he died, and the journal 
passed into the hands of Mr. David Gordon, a man of proficient scientific 
information besides his scholarship in Hebrew. Uammaggid is devoted 
to political as well as to general and Jewish information. Originally it was 
divided in two parts, one of them called nfilVri and devoted to scholarly 
.and belletristic productions. But the demand for practical information 
pressed upon its columns more and more until at last Hatstoopheh was 
crowded out entirely. When this occurred, the present editor, then as- 
sistant editor, started a weekly supplement called JTJtJ'O T3D on his 
own account and responsibility, which was devoted to scientific and schol- 
arly subjects. Uammaggid and Maggid-Mishneh, are now continued 
under the very able editorship of Mr. David Gordon, the one devoted to 
politics, news, correspondence, etc., and the other to purely scientific 
and scholarly subjects. 

2. p"?Qri is a weekly organ of the highest literary merit. It was 
started in the year 1862 by Mr. Alexander Zederbaum, at Odessa, Russia; 
and was transferred to St. Petersburg about five years ago. Mr. Zeder- 
baum is a great scholar and an indefatigable worker; the tendencies of his 
publication are decidedly progressive. Political and general news, arti- 
cles on the live issues of the present time, and a feuilleton with narrative 
or scholarly articles are the principal features of Mammelits. It is brim- 
ful of fife, vigor and devotion to the cause of Judaism in every depart- 
ment. At this writing the latest issue of Hammelits has reached me, 
and I learn with pleasure that from the ensuing New Year it will be 
published semi-weekly. 
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3. JlJi^n is a weekly paper published by Mr. Ye'hiel Brill. It 
was started in 1867 at Jerusalem, transferred to Paris, France, two years 
later, and is now issued at Mayence, Germany, as a Hebrew supplement 
to Der Israelii of tbat city. Its professions are strictly orthodox, and 
much space is devoted in it to Talmudical casuistry. 

4. '"OJ/Pf is published at~Brody, Austria-Galicia, it is devoted to 
general Jewish news and often brings belletristic articles and verses of 
third or fourth rate merit. It exists since 1866 and has often changed 
hands. Its present editor is a certain Mr. Jacob Weber, whose name, 
however, I have never seen in any of the foremost Hebrew periodicals. 

5. ITVflSf H is a weekly organ published by the renowned Hebrew 
mathematician and scientist Mr. H. S. Slonimski, of "Warsaw, Russia- 
Poland. It is devoted to general information, scientific and literary 
subjects, and has existed since 1871. 

6. "linn is ^published. Weekly at Kolomea, Austro-Galicia, and 
brings general news, literary and belletristic articles. It was established 
in 1876; its editor is a certain Mr. Abraham Guenzler. 

7. rf?X5tJ»! appears weekly at Jerusalem, and is devoted to the 
interests of the Holy Land. It brings also general news and occasionally 
talmudical and exegetical articles of the old rabbinical style. It was 
established in 1868 ; its editor is Mr. J. B. Frumkin. 

8. j^V **V^ i s a l so published weekly at Jerusalem and has the 
same tendencies as the last-named cotemporary, but is still more conserva- 
tive, if possible. As the Jewish communities at Jerusalem are divided, into 
two classes, viz: the Ashkenasim, comprising all such congregations 
whose members adhere to the usages of Western rabbinism, and the 
Sephardim, whose ceremonies and usages are of Oriental dye — H^V^ni"? 
speaks for the former, and Ji*X H#K> for the latter. The principal object 
of both, however, is to keep the affairs of the Holy Land before the 
world, and to arouse the interest of the latter in behalf of the poor com- 
munities of Palestine. The last-named paper has existed since 1876; its 
editors are Kabbi J. Peres and Mr. J. Goszini. 

MONTHLIES AND SEMI-MONTHLIES. 

1. TlQ^Fl JT3 is a monthly journal devoted to archaeological re- 
search, biblical and talmudical exegesis, scholarly essays, and historical 
and biographical notices. The publication is above all prejudice and 
conducted with genuine scientific knowledge; its editors are the erudite 
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professors of the Vienna Rabbinical College, Drs. J. H. Weiss and M. 
Friedman; both are well known by their works on rabbinical archaeology, 
especially Dr. Weiss who has published a work on the development ol 
Jewish tradition which takes the first rank among the works of this kind. 
The journal has been in existence since 1879 and the fifth issue of the 
third volume is just out. It is published at Vienna, Austria. 

2. "YIN ")p3rr is published monthly by the well known Hebrew 
literat and poet Mr. A. B. Gottlober, at Warsaw, Russia-Poland. It is 
devoted to literature and belletristic, and dates its existence since 1875. 

3. "?D"On is published monthly by Mr. Samuel Joseph Fin, of 
Vilna, Russia. It is devoted to scientific information, literary subjects, 
culture and criticism, and has assumed its present form and tendencies 
within about six years. It was started in 1855 as a weekly journal, but 
could not be kept up as such with the high literary merit which the editor 
designed for it. Mr. Fin therefore preferred to make its issues less fre- 
quent, semi-monthly first and now only monthly, rather than accept 
the productions which were below his standard. 

4. "ln^ri is a monthly journal devoted to biography, history, bel- 
letristic and book criticism. Its editor is Mr. P. Smolensky; it has been 
published at Vienna, Austria, since 1868. It takes a high position among 
the Hebrew periodical publications, both on account of the versatile abil- 
ities of the editor as well as for the merit of its learned contributors. A 
great many of the works which have appeared in serial form in Hakas- 
shahar were reproduced in book form and enjoyed a large circulation. 
They are still sought by men of culture and learning. 

5. PrtTI WinO is the name of a semi-monthly which the ''Hassidaie 
denomination publishes at Lemberg, Austria. It amuses its readers with 
Kabbalistic hyperbole and ungrammatical Hebrew, and reports the doings 
of the great lights of the 'Hasddaio denomination. Its efforts, however, 
are useful as an antidote against the mediaeval rabbinism which is greatly 
in vogue in Galicia. The editor is a certain Mr. 0. Lipsky, and the jour- 
nal has existed since four years. 

6. rn*!7 i"TJi3 appears monthly at Tarnopol, Galicia, and is devoted 
to science, religion, biblical exegesis and culture; the editor is Mr. B. 
Goldberg. 

7. PFK^*!! T)D# is a monthly journal published at Jerusalem, and 
represents the interests of the dwellers of the Holy land. It is intensely 
rabbinical, and talmudical casuistics are its main force. It was started in 
1878; its editor is Rabbi Akiba Joseph Schlesinger. 
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There are many more Hebrew periodicals issued in almost every 
large city in Europe, but they are less known than those I have mentioned ; 
some of them are ephemeral both in value and existence. I have con- 
tributed to -won, p^on, \uabrt, n-vwrt, ■joian and rnvrt. From 

next New Year I have promised to be a regular contributor to p^Ofl as 
I was for several years, before I published the Jewish Advance 
and the Maccabean. 
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Palestine Exploration. — There is no land which attracts such universal inter- 
est among Christians as that of Palestine. In some measure we all share the 
feelings experienced by the devout Jew. The Israelite to be sure not only looks 
toward the Holy Land as the birth place of his race, but regards it as his future 
home. To us it is ever endeared as the scene of our Savior's pilgrimage and suffer- 
ing—as the cradle of the religion which has made us glad. Then there is no land 
except his own with whose history the Christian is so familiar, and the names of 
whose localities are to him as household words. 

In addition to these sentimental relations, the geography of Palestine has 
interest for the Christian as an aid to a more perfect understanding of the Inspired 
Record, and as affording besides much and valuable proof of its authenticity and 
the accuracy of its prophecies. 

For these reasons it will not, perhaps, be without interest to our readers to 
glance at the progress made and still making in the work of Palestine exploration. 

Any one who will glance at a Bible dictionary and compare it with a similar 
work twenty years old, will be struck with the very large number of localities 
which have been identified of late. Thus the wells of Gerar, the very Well of 
Jacob near Sichem, the cave of Machpelah, the site of the mountain of the scape- 
goat near Jerusalem, and the separate ones of Sychar and Shechem, have all been 
lately determined upon, and the names carry us back to the very early days of 
Israel's history. Indeed the whole country east of the Jordan has been quite 
thoroughly and accurately surveyed, and while there may be much difference of 
opinion concerning the supposed identification of some sites, there is a perfect 
agreement about much the larger number. The results of this work carried on 
under tne Palestine Exploration Fund have been published, but the work west of 
the Jordan in Moab, Bashan and Gilead, is still going on, and will take four years 
to complete. Already, however, some six hundred names have been found, two 
hundred ruins have been examined, and numerous cromlechs or stone piles have 
been discovered and drawn. 

One result of the close scrutiny bestowed upon the topography of the Holy 
Land has been the conclusion come to by many observers that the land is yet a 
good land. That the barrenness and aridity of which so many travelers speak is 
the result of mismanagement and misrule. There seems to be no doubt that were 



